BALLOT INSPECTION

Pursuant to Elections Code §§13204, 14287, 15154, 15208, 15210. 

	SITUATION
	COUNT
	DON'T COUNT

	The ballot is signed by the voter
	
	X

	The ballot is torn
	remake and count
	

	The voter has written in a qualified write-in candidate, but does not connect the head and tail of the arrow.
	
	X

	The ballot is marked or signed by the voter in such a way that it can be identified from other ballots. Examples of such markings include, but are not limited to: 
· voter signature, 
· initials, 
· voter name and address, 
· voter identification number, 
· social security number or driver’s license number,
· messages or text, or 
· unusual markings not related to indication of the vote choice for a contest.  
	
	X

	The voter provides written information regarding clarification of his/her vote. Such as crossing out yes and writing in no. Or indicating in writing how the voter wants to vote.
	remake if necessary and count
	

	The voter circles or uses an "X" to mark his/her choices.
	remake if necessary and count
	

	The voter has marked a choice of more names than there are candidates.
	the computer will count the contest as an overvote
	

	Hesitation mark in voting target area.
	correct or remake and count
	

	The line connecting the head and tail of the arrow is too wide. 
	correct or remake and count
	

	Stray  marks invade timing marks on ballot
	correct or remake and count
	


Ballot Duplication Board – 2 person board

Damaged ballots shall be processed according to the following procedure:

Ballots that are duplicated must be stamped with the “Duplicated” stamp and shall be given a serial number which shall also be recorded on the damaged card.

The voter’s choices will be transferred onto a new ballot stamped as “Copy” and initialed by each board member. In creating the copy of the ballot, one board member shall duplicate voting positions marked on the damaged ballot on the ballot stamped “Copy.” Another member shall verify that the marks on the ballot exactly match those on the damaged ballot.

Ballot Correction Board – 2 person board

Ballots that can be corrected so they will count accurately shall be processed according to the following procedure:

Two people verify the voter intent. Correction tape may be used to remove hesitation marks, reduce the width of a voting mark, or other corrections necessary to allow the ballot to be counted. The corrected ballot will be stamped with the “Corrected” stamp and each board member must initial the stamp. ONLY correction tape may be used as it can be peeled off and original marks can always be revealed in the event of a recount or challenge.

Ballot Rejection Board – 2 person board

Rejected ballots shall be processed according to the following procedure:

Voted ballots with invalid marks are verified by two people who stamp the ballot with the “Rejected” stamp and each board member must initial the stamp.  
Elections Code Sections (2008):

14287.  No voter shall place any mark upon a ballot that will make that ballot identifiable.

15154.  (a) Any ballot that is not marked as provided by law or that is marked or signed by the voter so that it can be identified by others shall be rejected.  The rejected ballots shall be placed in the package marked for voted ballots or in a separate container as directed by the elections official.  All rejected ballots shall have written thereon the cause for rejection and be signed by a majority of processing board members who are assigned by the elections official to process ballots. 

   (b) The following ballot conditions shall not render a ballot invalid:

   (1) Soiled or defaced.

   (2) Two or more impressions of the voting stamp or mark in one voting square.

   (c) If a voter indicates, either by a combination of both marking and writing in, a choice of more names than there are candidates to be elected or nominated for any office, or if for any reason the choice of the voter is impossible to determine, the vote for that office shall not be counted, but the remainder of the ballot, if properly marked, shall be counted.

   (d) This section applies to all ballots counted pursuant to this chapter and Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 15300).

15208.  Each container of ballots shall be opened and its contents removed.  The ballots shall be checked to ascertain if the ballots are properly grouped and shall be arranged, if necessary, so that all similar ballots from the precinct are together.

   Any ballot that is torn, bent, or mutilated shall be segregated in the manner directed by the elections official and a duplicate shall be prepared as provided in Section 15210.  Any ballot that is marked in a manner so as to identify the voter shall be marked "Void" and shall be placed in the container for void ballots.

15210.  In preparing the voted ballots for processing, any ballot that is torn, bent, or otherwise defective shall be corrected so that every vote cast by the voter shall be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment.  If necessary, a true duplicate copy of the defective ballot shall be made and substituted therefore, following the intention of the voter insofar as it can be ascertained from the defective ballot.  All duplicate ballots shall be clearly labeled "duplicate," and shall bear a serial number that shall be recorded on the damaged or defective ballot.

Generic Standards – Pursuant to SOS Uniform Vote Counting Procedures (2006)

The following general standards shall apply in the counting of all ballots and votes, regardless of the voting system used, for both the initial count and for any recount.
A. A ballot that is marked or signed by the voter in such a way that it can be identified from other ballots must be voided and none of its votes counted. Examples of such markings include, but are not limited to: voter signature, initials, voter name and address, voter identification number, social security number or driver’s license number, messages or text, or unusual markings not related to indication of the vote choice for a contest.  Generic text meant to clarify the voter’s choice regarding a contest, such as the word “yes” or “no” next to a candidate’s name, shall not be sufficient cause to void a ballot.  If there are distinctly identifiable markings on one page of a multiple-page ballot, the entire ballot must be voided. (Elections Code §§13204, 14287, 15154, and 15208.)

B. A vote for any candidate or ballot measure shall not be rejected solely because the voter failed to follow instructions for marking the ballot.  If, for any reason, it is impossible to determine the choice of the voter for any candidate or ballot measure, the vote for that candidate or ballot measure shall be considered void. (Elections Code §19001.)

C.  A mark is considered valid when it is clear that it represents the voter’s choice and is the technique consistently used by the voter to indicate his or her selections.  Such marks may include, but are not limited to, properly filled-in voting position targets, checkmarks, X’s, circles, completed arrows, or any other clear indication of the voter’s choice, such as the word “yes” next to a candidate’s name or a voting position target for a ballot measure.  

Conversely, a mark crossed out by the voter, or the word “no” next to a candidate’s name or a voting position target for a ballot measure shall not be considered to be a valid vote but will, instead, be deemed an indication that the voter did not choose to cast a vote for that candidate or measure.  

D. In determining the validity of a partially filled-in voting position target, the consistency of a voter’s marks on the entire ballot shall be taken into consideration.  A “hesitation mark” such as a dot in the voting position target shall not be considered a valid mark unless it is demonstrated that the voter consistently marked his or her ballot in such a manner. 

E. If a contest is marked with more choices than there are offices to be filled or measures that may prevail, the vote shall not be counted for that contest, but shall be counted in all other contests in which there is no overvote and the voter's choice can be clearly determined.

F. If a contest is marked with fewer choices than there are offices to be filled or measures that may prevail, the vote choice(s) for all otherwise properly marked candidates or measures shall be counted.  
G. Write-in votes are counted pursuant to the provisions established in Elections Code §§14420 and 15342.

A. Standards Indicating a Valid Vote 

A voter’s choice shall be considered a valid vote, if the:

1. Voter indicates vote choice by consistently filling inside the entire voting position target.
2. Voter indicates vote choice by consistently filling in less than the entire voting position target for all vote choices on the ballot and the ballot is processed in a manner consistent with the use procedures provided and approved for the voting system.
3. Voter indicates vote choice by consistently placing a distinctive mark, such as (X) or (() or (←), inside the associated voting position target for a candidate choice or ballot measure.
4. Voter indicates vote choice by consistently placing a distinctive mark, such as (X) or (() or (←), in the corresponding space directly above, below or beside the associated voting position target for a candidate or ballot measure.
5. Voter marks vote choices by encircling the entire voting position target for a candidate or ballot measure. 
6. Voter indicates voting error correction by using correction tape, strikeover, white-out or generic written note of instruction and marks another vote choice for the same contest on the ballot.
7. Voter writes in a qualified write-in candidate's name, or a reasonable facsimile of the spelling of the name, in the designated write-in spaces directly below the list of candidates for that office and marks the associated write-in voting target position. 

8. Voter writes in a listed candidate’s name in the designated write-in space and marks the associated write-in voting target position.  In such cases, the vote shall be counted as a single vote for the listed candidate. 
9. Voter marks a voting target position for a listed candidate and also enters the listed candidate’s name in the designated candidate write-in space.  In such cases, the vote shall be counted as a single vote for the listed candidate. 
10. Voter writes in qualified write-in candidate’s name, or a reasonable facsimile of the spelling of the name, on the secrecy sleeve envelope or stub and indicates  the contest for which the vote is being cast, in the case of voting systems where write-in spaces appear separately from the list of candidates for an office and do not provide voting position targets,  . 
B. Standards Indicating an Invalid Vote 

A voter’s choice shall be considered an invalid vote, if the: 

1. Voter uses random markings, indentations, punctures or impressions, squiggly/dimpled or crimp marks, pinholes or pinpricks on a ballot, and there is no distinctive and consistent voting pattern to clearly indicate voter choice(s). 
2. Voter indicates vote choice by filling in less than the entire voting position target, and the voter has not consistently marked the entire ballot in the same manner, making voter’s choice unclear.
3. Voter inconsistently places a mark above, below or beside the associated voting position target on a ballot, instead of inside the voting position target, and voter’s choice cannot be clearly determined. 
4. Voter writes in the name of a person who has not qualified as a write-in candidate. 
5. Voter writes in a listed candidate’s name in the designated write-in space and fills in the associated voting position target for a different listed candidate in the same contest. 
6. Voter writes in a candidate name that is unrecognizable/undecipherable and it cannot be determined for whom the vote is intended to be cast.
7. Voter writes in a qualified write-in candidate's name in the designated write-in space and does not fill in the associated voting position target for the write-in candidate.
8. Voter uses pressure-sensitive stickers, rubber stamps, glued stamps, or any other device not provided for in the voting procedures for the voting systems approved by the Secretary of State to indicate the name of the voter’s choice for a write-in candidate. 
